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asserting: 'The Word of God, as soon as it shines upon the under-
standing of man, illuminates it in such a way that it understands^
it^confesses it, and becomes certain of it.'1 He establishes this
statement by numerous examples from the Scripture in which the
patriarchs and others had no difficulty in understanding the
commands of God, even when they contradicted the intimations
of human reason (we have seen, on p. 71, that Zwingli's argument
is here confused by his interpreting the * Word of God5 to include
the direct message of God to man, when he should have limited
it to the Scripture, but this does not alter the point which he is
making).2 He comes later to deal with his opponents' suggestion
from another angle. They admit, he says, that they, as Christians,
must accept the teaching of the Gospel, but urge that they under-
stand the Gospel differently, and that therefore there must be
someone to decide between him and them and reduce the erring
party to silence. CA true, natural meaning belongs to God's
words. ... A man must subject his own nature to the Word of
God, and it will bring to birth in you and me its own meaning.
And it is possible to confute those in error by the simple method
of bringing them to the fountain-head, although they are not very
willing to come to it. Moreover, some people are so firmly sewn
into their asses' skin that when the natural meaning is made plain
to them, so that they cannot contradict it, they say that they can-
not take the passage in this way, unless the Fathers have come to
the conclusion that it must be so understood; for it must be the
case that many people understand a thing better than one or a
few. The answer to them is: if that were the case, Christ must have
been false, for the majority of the priesthood was of a different
opinion from his. . . .'3 Thus Zwingli maintains that there is no
difficulty at all about the interpretation of the Scripture, though
he does admit that the reader must approach the text in the
proper frame of mind: 'place all your hope of comfort in the Lord
Jesus Christ, that is, be certain that, since he has suffered for us,
he is the atonement for us in the sight of God in eternity5;4 ca
man must subject his own nature to the Word of God'.5 If these
conditions are fulfilled, the Word of God will convey its true
meaning directly to the heart and mind of the reader. Therefore no
interpreter is necessary: "completely worthless are theunconsidered
statements of those who maintain that there must be a judge to
decide which is the proper understanding of the Scripture, as if
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